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11 MARCH 2025

MTWU CALLS FOR AN INCLUSIVE AND FAIR BUDGET THAT PRIORITISES THE NEEDS OF POOR AND
MIDDLE WORKING CLASS

As a union, we are united in calling for the forthcoming budget to take quick action to solve the
severe problems that working people in our country face. The high cost of living has risen to
unaffordable levels, and earnings are not keeping up with the rapidly rising costs of necessities.
Families are being overburdened, finding it difficult to pay for necessities like housing, food,
healthcare, and education. Working-class individuals, who are already dealing with stagnant
earnings, job instability, and mounting debt, are most affected by this economic strain. Because the
government is ignoring these problems, inequality is growing and a divided society is being created
in which the majority suffers while the wealthy prosper.

The ongoing adoption of austerity policies, which have cut essential public services and failed to
spur long-term economic growth, has made the problem worse. Our most vulnerable populations
are now at risk due to cuts to social services, healthcare, and education, and privatisation is still
destroying what little of our public infrastructure is left. In addition to failing to produce the
anticipated economic gains, austerity policies have exacerbated the cycle of poverty and stagnation.
Austerity is obviously not a solution; rather, it is a destructive force that widens social divides,
increases inequality, and denies working people the assistance they require to survive.

The continuous privatisation of our state-owned enterprises (SOEs), which is further undermining
our capacity to preserve a just, equitable, and sustainable economy, is equally concerning. These
organisations, which were created by the people's labour and resources, are being sold to private
companies that put their own interests ahead of the general welfare. Privatisation has led to soaring
costs, decreased access to services, and the loss of jobs for public sector employees in a variety of
industries, including energy, water, transportation, and healthcare. The sale of these assets transfers
vital services to private organisations that are not answerable to the public, undermining our sense
of national sovereignty. Since privatised services frequently become costly for regular people, this
approach merely makes the cost-of-living crisis worse.

Furthermore, we now have deteriorating roads, outdated public transport systems, and failing
schools as a result of the ongoing neglect of our public infrastructure, which has been accelerated
by privatisation and austerity. By shifting resources from the public to the private sector, the
privatisation of our state-owned enterprises (SOEs) has put further burden on our economy by
making vital services more costly and less available. Low-income and working-class communities,
who depend most on accessible, dependable public services, have been disproportionately impacted
by this decision. The continuation of privatisation at a time when so many people are already having
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difficulty keeping up with the rising cost of living is unacceptable. In addltlon to negatively
impacting the pricing and quality of these services, the change to private ownership has led to the
loss of thousands of jobs, leaving workers without job security and weakening the labour
movement's influence.

As a union, we demand that the upcoming budget prioritize the needs of working families by
reversing austerity policies, protecting and expanding public services, and safeguarding jobs in the
public sector. The government must take decisive action to address the spiralling cost of living,
rebuild our infrastructure, and protect the integrity of our state-owned entities. These essential
services should never be for sale—they are the backbone of our economy and our society.

It is time for a budget that prioritizes the needs of the people, not the interests of private
corporations. We demand a fair and inclusive approach that supports working people, strengthens
our public services, and ensures that everyone, not just the wealthy few, can share in the prosperity
of our nation. The future of our economy depends on rejecting privatization, ending austerity, and
investing in the public good. Now is the time to act. The people deserve better, and we will not stop
fighting for a better future for all.
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